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Information Bulletin - Background

In the late eighties, BC’s Ministry of Attorney General called for a provincial inquiry into the accessibility and effectiveness of the justice system. The Justice Reform Committee travelled the province to hear what British Columbians had to say. The panel heard an overwhelming amount of testimony at community meetings from women who spoke about the level of violence in their lives, and the lack of responsiveness by the justice system.

In 1993, The BC Ministry of Attorney General introduced the Violence Against Women in Relationships Policy to support a pro-active, criminal justice system response to spousal assault. In response to this policy, VAWIR committees were formed throughout the province to promote a co-ordinated response from justice, health, and social service systems. The collaborative implementation of the VAWIR policy has improved the quality of services provided to women and families at risk by making each component of the system more effective.

Local Action in Smithers

The VAWIR committee has been meeting in Smithers since 1999. It is now called the Community Co-ordination for Women’s Safety committee (CCWS). Our role is to promote collaboration, the sharing of knowledge, and resources. Our members are probation officers, victim service workers, RCMP officers, United Church ministers, Unlocking Aboriginal Justice workers, court registry officials, Stopping the Violence counsellors, NGO Executive Directors, health care professionals, Transition House staff, and social workers.  We are looking for more members.

The members of the CCWS are working to create a sustained, coordinated, and effective response to incidents of violence in relationships. We also promote awareness, and work to change attitudes about violence.

One of our goals for the next year is to increase community awareness of the issues and CCWS committee. We continue to examine the service gaps, inadequate responses, and missed opportunities. We strive to be action and solution focused. We invite you to join us at our meetings. 

For more information about meeting dates, locations, and times please call the Northern Society for Domestic Peace at 250-847-9000.
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Recent Accomplishments:

· One day domestic violence workshop in Gitsegukla

· More effective privacy screen in court for child witnesses

· Sharing of schedules of the Respectful Relationship and Relationship Violence Treatment Programs with judiciary, in order to support the coordination of sentencing and treatment.

· Secured funding and RCMP partnership for Priority Response Partnership Program. This provides an enhanced security and safety planning system for women who are at high risk of domestic violence.

· Participation and Presentation in February 2005 Violence Forum

Ongoing Projects – Awareness, Advocacy and Action

· Currently only one group for Relationship Violence Treatment Programs is funded for each year. We are missing an opportunity to help many men. The CCWS is involved in ongoing lobbying for increased funding so that more sessions of Respectful Relationship and Relationship Violence Treatment Programs can be delivered in our area in the north. 

· Currently there is a long wait-list for women to get individual counselling, and there is no funding to provide non-adjudicated men with counselling. The CCWS is involved in ongoing lobbying for funding to provide voluntary individual and group training to: fathers who want to change how they interact with their children, men who want to take responsibility in their relationships, and for women who have experienced violence.

· Agency Protocols are being completed and updated so that a comprehensive community asset map can be produced to enhance collaboration and identify service gaps. 

· Service and Training opportunities and models are being examined in preparation for local ongoing service enhancements.

For more information about meeting dates, locations, and times please call the Northern Society for Domestic Peace at 250-847-9000.
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