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c/o P.O. Box 3836 – Smithers, B.C.  V0J 2N0  (250) 847-9000
What if she came to you and disclosed domestic violence?
The attached brochure was developed by the Community Coordination for Women’s Safety committee, and is the result of one of our current projects – to reach out to community workers and professionals who may hear disclosures of domestic violence, and give them information that will help them to recognize, support and appropriately refer victims. This brochure is not intended for the public. It is a document for people who may have domestic violence disclosed to them in the context of their work setting.

STATISTICS

According to Stats Canada’s 2005 Profile on Family Violence, 8% of women who are married or living common-law experienced spousal violence within the preceding 5 years, and only 27% of victims of spousal violence reported to the police. The Smithers Community Corrections office (Probation) reports that approximately 50% of their files are domestic violence related. Domestic violence can occur at any age, and across all socioeconomic groups. It negatively affects children, youth, adults, families, and communities. It is a crime under the Criminal Code of Canada.
Who Are We?

The Smithers Community Coordination for Women’s Safety (CCWS) is a committee with members from diverse agencies in the Bulkley Valley, all who have a common interest in collaborating to minimize and eliminate violence against women and children. Our group includes representatives from Crown Counsel, RCMP, Victim Services, Ministry of Children and Family Development, Mental Health and Addictions, the BV Hospital, Court Services, Passage Transition House, Native Courtworker, Office of the Wet’suwet’en, Community Corrections, Northern Society for Domestic Peace, Community Living BC, and Make Children First. 
We hope you find this brochure useful and informative. Please photocopy and share it in your workplace.
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