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c/o P.O. Box 3836 – Smithers, B.C.  V0J 2N0  (250) 847-9000
BACKGROUND:
In 1993 The BC Ministry of Attorney General introduced the ‘Violence Against Women in Relationships’ (VAWIR) policy to support a pro-active, criminal justice system response to spousal assault. In response to this policy VAWIR committees were formed throughout the province to promote a coordinated response from not only justice, but also health and social service systems, to address the concerns of professionals working in the anti-violence field. 
Under the BC Ministry of the Attorney General’s Violence Against Women in Relationships Policy (VAWIR), the government acknowledges the uniqueness of domestic violence as a crime. Under this policy RCMP are to make domestic violence calls a priority, investigate thoroughly even when it does not appear initially that the case could proceed to prosecution, and recommend a criminal charge be laid even if no physical injury is apparent and regardless of the wishes of the victim.

The Smithers Community Coordination for Women Safety Committee (CCWS), formerly the Smithers VAWIR committee, has been meeting since 1999. Through collaboration and the sharing of our knowledge and resources, the members of the Smithers CCWS have created a sustained, coordinated and effective response to incidents of violence in relationships, while also promoting awareness and change in social attitudes.
CURRENT COMMITTEE:

The CCWS membership includes representatives from the RCMP, the Ministry of Children and Families, Community Corrections, Crown Counsel, Specialized Victim Assistance, RCMP based Victim Services, Stopping the Violence Counseling, Domestic Peace Executive Director, and the Office of the Wetsu’wet’en. Recruitment is ongoing.

Some of the projects that have been initiated by the CCWS in Smithers recently include:

· Domestic Violence community forum February 9th, 2005, attended by 50 people, all representing community agencies concerned about domestic violence.

· Priority Response Partnership – a cooperative effort between the CCWS, the RCMP, Chubb Security Systems, and eligible women at a high risk of domestic violence. This silent alarm and cellphone program is used as one portion of an overall safety plan.

· Domestic Violence Court concept was introduced to the local judiciary through the document “The Domestic Violence Treatment Option: A Yukon Initiative.”
· Developing community protocols for a coordinated approach to domestic violence. This will contribute to a broader understanding of resources amongst agencies, and is intended to be made into a manual.
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